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since leaving Sedoos we had not met with either well or
fountain.

Now we threaded the valley in a south-westerly direction.
The first shades of nightfall were closing in, when we found
ourselves among the vestiges of 'Eyanah. For half a league or
more the ground was intersected by broken walls, and heaps
once towers and palaces, amid headless palm-trees, ranges of
ithel marking where gardens had been, dry wells, and cisterns
choked with dust. Not a living soul appeared as we wound
through lines of rubbish that indicated where streets had been,
and passed the lone market-gate, yet standing, and open on
emptiness. It is a curious fact that Ibraheem Basha, struck by
the advantageous position of the town, and perhaps not un-
willing to establish a permanent counterpoise to the influence
of Perey'eeyah by the revival of old animosities, endeavoured
in his day to rebuild and repeople this locality, cleared out the
old wells and sunk new ones, brought artisans and mechanicians
to the work j but all in vain, and he was obliged to abandon
the now waterless and hopeless site to abiding desolation.

Wadi Haneefah is hereabouts a good league in breadth, and
full of trees and brushwood, while its precipitous sides are
cavemed out into countless recesses for the wolf and hysena;
deer abound also, and we saw the latter, besides hearing the
growl of the ruder animals. To avoid the windings of the main
valley, we left it shortly after getting clear of 'Eyanah, and pro-
ceeded on a small cross-branch leading due south, not without
some danger of losing our way in the darkness, till ultimately
the whole caravan, Persians, Arabs, and the one European also,
fairly tired out with floundering amid sands, rocks, thorns, and
ithel, insisted on a halt. Aboo-'Eysa, the most indefatigable of
guides, and scarcely inclined to make allowance in others for a
weariness which he never appeared himself to feel, was com-
pelled, though after much expostulation, to consent to our just
request. We lighted fires, a practical hint to all our neighbours
of claw and tooth not to approach too near, and lay down to sleep.
The relentless Aboo-'Eysa availed himself of a simulated
mistake between the rising moon and the dawn of morning to
rouse us from rest two or three hours before day. Once up, we
consented to continue our march, and soon regained the Wadi
Irlaneefah close by the little village of Howdah. Here in the